
CITY OF FITCHBURG
PLANNING/ZONING DEPARTMENT
5520 LACY ROAD
FITCHBURG, WI 53711
270-4200

VARIANCE - ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL
APPLICATION

UNDER THE RULES AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE FITCHBURG ZONING ORDINANCE, THE UNDERSIGNED
OWNER, OR OWNER'S AGENT, OF THE PROPERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED

HEREBY APPLIES FOR A
Variance or Appeal of an Administrative Decision

1. OWNER OF PROPERTY PHONE NO.

2. LOCATION OF PROPERTY

STREET ADDRESS

LEGAL DESCRIPTION (METES & BOUNDS, OR LOT NO. & PLAT)

3. EXPLAIN THE VARIANCE, OR ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL REQUESTED

4. REASON(S) WHY THE APPLICANT CANNOT COMPLY WITH THE ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS, OR WHY YOU FEEL THE
ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION IS INCORRECT: (ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR INFORMATION MAY BE ATTACHED)

ATTACH TWO (2) COPIES OF A SITE PLAN, DRAWN TO SCALE, INDICATING WHERE A VARIANCE IS REQUESTED. ONE (1) COPY SHALL BE NO
LARGER THAN 11" X 17".   SUBMIT ONE (1) PDF DOCUMENT OF THE COMPLETE SUBMITTAL  (planning@city.fitchburg.wi.us).

5. CONTACT PERSON

ADDRESS PHONE NO.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY
Signature of Owner's or Owner's Authorized Agent

FOR CITY USE ONLY

DATE RECEIVED PUBLISH

ORDINANCE SECTION NO. FEE PAID REQUEST NO.

Variance

Raveen Shah (608) 616-5660

Parcel # 225/0609-072-6175-2

Parcel 1100 of the Orchard Pointe Comprehensive

Development Plan.

The developer humbly requests a variance

to exceed the current limitation on allowable signage due to franchise mandated standards for a

new build SpringHilll Suites by Marriott.

Marriott International mandates specific signage requirements per their prototype build standard for

SpringHill Suites.  The franchise mandated signage requirements currently exceed the City

limit on signage.

Raveen Shah

2916 Hardrock Road, Fitchburg, WI 53719 (608) 616-5660

Print Form

CITY OF FITCHBURG
PLANNING/ZONING DEPARTMENT
5520 LACY ROAD
FITCHBURG, WI 53711
(608) 270-4200



 

Signage Variance 
Prepared for: Zoning Board of Appeals, City of Fitchburg 
Prepared by: Raveen Shah, Developer 
January 24, 2024 

SPRINGHILL SUITES 



VARIANCE REASONING 
Unnecessary Hardship 
Currently, Marriott International maintains a strict mandate that all new build SpringHill Suites properties possess 
signage on all four sides of the building as depicted in the elevations.  In order to continue operating under the 
Marriott flag and maintain compliance with franchise standards, the signage shown in the elevations must be kept 
in place.  

Without adherence to the franchise brand standards for signage, the developer will be left in noncompliance with 
the franchise.  Accordingly, the franchise will not allow the developer to proceed with development.  

Also, the proposed use of signage in this document may be deemed reasonable for the following reasons as 
described by the Zoning Board of Appeals Handbook: 

• Does not conflict with uses on adjacent properties or in the neighborhood. 
• Does not alter the basic nature of the site (e.g., conversion of wetland to upland). 
• Does not result in harm to public interests. 
• Does not require multiple or extreme variances.  

In reviewing the unnecessary hardship imposed by the signage ordinance, the developer asks the zoning board of 
appeals to consider the following elements in order to determine whether the standard is met as defined by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals Handbook: 

• Purpose of the zoning ordinance in question. 
• Its effects on the property. 
• Short-term, long-term, and cumulative effects. 

Unique Property Limitations 
The property is located at the bottom of a steep incline down Limestone Lane.  As such, signage on all four sides 
of the building will be imperative with regards to building identification for incoming travelers.   

No Harm to Public Interests 
As the reader will see in the elevations shown later on, the signage is both tasteful and quite simple.  The color of 
the lettering is white, and only the letters are lit (not the background).  With the signage being located at the top of 
the building, five stories up, this signage will not be lurid or ostentatious in any way.  The intent of the signage 
required by the brand is to properly identify the building to all incoming guests.   

The signage described will have no harmful impact whatsoever on the general public, neighbors, patrons, or 
residents in the vicinity of the building. 

SPRINGHILL SUITES 



KEY CONSIDERATIONS 

Access Roads 
Incoming guests may utilize a series of roads to access the property (Hardrock Road, Limestone Lane, or Nesbitt 
Road).  Each of these roads within the Orchard Pointe Development is accompanied by widely varying elevations.   

These widely varying elevations from the aforementioned roads implore the need for adequate signage on all four 
sides of the building.   

Multiple Entrances 
As shown in the site plan, the building will have a total of 3 drive in access points from both Nesbitt Road and 
Limestone Lane.  Monument signage to indicate the entrances to the hotel will be vital in providing guests with 
directional guidance.  

Elimination of Pylon 
During the design phase, the developer decided not utilize a pylon.  The reason for this was that with the building 
being 5 stories tall, there would be adequate visibility through the prototype building signage. 

Consumer Behavior 
The average time of check in is between 6pm and 7pm.   

With this in mind and the change in sunlight conditions throughout our 4 Wisconsin seasons, ample signage is 
mission critical to helping visitors identify the property.  Especially those arriving from out of town and traveling 
along Highway 151.  
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Persona Signs, LLC Customer:
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Date:File Name: Revision:

SPRINGHILL SUITES
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This is an original document created by Persona Signs, LLC provided specifically
to the client for the client’s personal use.  This document should not be shared,
reproduced, disclosed or otherwise used without written permission from
Persona Signs, LLC.

This sign is intended to be installed in accordance with the requirements
of Article 600 of the National Electric Code and/or other applicable local
codes.  This includes proper grounding and bonding of the sign.

Project No.: Request No.:
466627 57901
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Approval Date:
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