
August 2023 
 
City of Fitchburg Parks Committee 
Fitchburg, WI  53711 
 
 
 
We would like to propose naming the parks in Fitchburg’s Highfield Reserve 
development as Monks Park, Fahey Park, Tipperary Park and Castlebar Park after 
the family that has owned the land for the past 168 years  
 
The history of the land starts in 1855 when John and Bridget Monks purchased 160 
acres and the land has grown in size as it has been has passed down to the following 
generations over the years:   
 

 John and Bridgit Monks 
 John and Julia Monks Fahey 
 Joseph and Lucile Fahey 
 Robert and Mary Fahey 

 
The Fahey family has farmed on Irish lane for 168 years and continues to farm in 
Fitchburg today, 5 generations of ownership and 6 generation to live on Irish Lane.  We 
feel this would be a lasting tribute to the members who farmed and grew up on this land 
over the years.  Thank you for taking time to discuss and pursue this project.  Please 
feel free to contact me to discuss further.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Fahey Family and Veridian  
 
David Fahey 
on behalf of Paul, David, Mike Fahey & Colleen HIggins 
 



Fahey 1855 -2023 168 years 

 The Fahey Family has owned and farmed on Irish lane for over 168 years 
and was a 150-year farm in 2017, one of 54 sesquicentennial farms in Dane 
county (2022 data).  Julia Monks Fahey was born in Fitchburg in 1854, records 
show that James Monks SR purchase 160 acres land on Irish Lane in 1855.  He 
purchased the farm next door on Irish lane in 1867, the farm which is current 
owned by the Fahey Family and Highfield Reserve.  Additional land was 
purchased attached to these 2 farms in 1869.  In 1883 the land was divided into 
3 farms for each of the 3 sons.  The 160 acres current owned by the Fahey family 
was giving to Thomas Monks.  In 1896 Julia Monks Fahey purchased the 160 
acres from her brother. 

 Julia raised her family on Irish Lane, Including 3 sons.    In 1928 the 
original farm was transfer to her son Joseph.  Joseph and his brothers farmed 
together on Irish lane for many years.  Joseph’s son Robert worked with his 
father farming and running a stock trucking business for many years.  The farm 
was transferred to Robert in 1961 and 1978. 

 Robert milked cows on Irish Lane until 1993, and continued to farm until 
his death in 2008.  Robert also worked for Fitchburg elections from 1944 until 
2002, 58 years.  Robert was one of Fitchburg first group of volunteer firefighter, 
and served for 25 years. 

 Robert’s son David helped run the farm with his father, and still manages 
the family farm today. 



 










