
Eplegaarden was started in the mid-1980’s by Vern & Betty Forest; and has become a favorite pick-your-own apple 

orchard and pumpkin farm.  It provides diversity to the remaining agriculture in Fitchburg & Dane County, and provides 

important access for the community to experience an authentic on-farm experience.  Eplegaarden provides healthy 

fresh fruit and vegetables directly to the public at an economical cost for families, and provides educational experiences 

to many school children.  

The purpose of re-zoning the 5 Acre sublot from A-X to A-S is to update its historical use into current compliance with a 

Conditional Use Permit.   The remainder of the 103 Acres will stay A-X. 

The Forest family trust wishes the property to remain agricultural with community access, and has a long term lease 

with Fitchburg’s Orchard Inc, to continue the operations of Eplegaarden.  In order to maintain long term viability, the 

business intends to extend its traditional Fall season and continue to build partnerships with other local food/ag 

businesses to grow and sell more products and on farm activities. 

Eplegaarden continues to provide local employment for a few year-round, and many seasonal part-time workers, and is 

often a first job for area youth.  

The facilities are in very good condition and continue to be improved, including a handicap access bathroom and 

inspected food prep kitchen area.   Parking has been adequate for busy Fall weekends with 69 regular spots, and 133 

additional seasonally.  The main barn farmstore is 2240 sq.ft of retail area, with additional space for employees, 

inventory, and a large apple packing line.  There is a 12 ft wide wrap-around porch which also is used by customers. The 

metal barn has 1000 sq.ft. customer area, with additional 800 sq.ft for the enclosed kitchen prep area and ADA 

bathroom to be added this summer.  This metal building also has overhang patio areas on both sides. 

The core season has been mid-August through October, open 6-7 day/week, 9-5pm, and most guests are outside spread 

throughout the 5 acre CUP area, except for brief purchasing time in the farmstore or food barn.  

Also during this core season they spread over the remaining acreage for Pick-Your-Own raspberries, apples, and 

pumpkins.   A few days we have local musicians, typically bluegrass, folk or accordian.  The business intends to grow by 

adding more crops and events to better utilize the land and provide more access to the community.  The events will 

likely be daytime or early evening during the summer months, and outdoor focused. 

We appreciate the support of the City of Fitchburg, and hope Eplegaarden can grow to continue to be enjoyed by many 

future generations of Wisconsin families. 
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Landscaping Plan 

The property currently is landscaped with established lawn areas, gardens, and white fencing to 

maintain an attractive environment for the public.  Guests use the entire 5 Acre area where there are 

pavilion shelters, picnic tables, play areas, and then do Pick-Your-Own apples, pumpkins, raspberries on 

the remaining property. 

 

Signage Plan 

There are two main Eplegaarden logo signs located at the corner of Whalen and Fitchburg Rd, and north 

side of entrance driveway on Fitchburg Rd.   Immediately facing the entrance parking lot is signage 

identifying the Open hours(or closed seasonally), Contact information, and the Agricultural limited 

liability sign.  Temporary portable signage is used throughout to direct guests on where things are, and 

what to do. 



 

Lighting Plan 

There are two utility pole security lights, one in the parking area and the other in the courtyard.  The 

farm store porch is lighted, as well as spotlights at the peak of the barns.  All normal business hours are 

during daylight, with only an occasional event which may end soon after dusk. 











Legal Description  
  
That part of the Southwest and Northwest 1/4s of the Southeast 1/4 and the Northeast and 
Southeast 1/4s of the Southwest 1/4 of Section 19, Town 6 North, Range 9 East, City of Fitchburg, 
Dane County, Wisconsin, bounded and described as follows: 

Beginning at the South 1/4 corner of said Section 19; thence N89'3614414/ along the South line of 

Section 19, 994.75'; thence NO133'53"E, 2645.88' to the East-West 1/4 line of Section 19; thence 

589'52'44"E, 2296.21' to the Northeast corner of the Northwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 

19; thence SO0'53'4911/ along the East line of the Northwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 19, 

178.87' to the centerline of Fitchburg Road; thence Southwesterly, 291.33' along said centerline and 

the arc of a curve to the left whose radius is 6947.00' and whose chord bears S30'09'44"W, 291.31; 

thence 528'57'39"W along said centerline, 1817.17; thence Southwesterly, 564.39' along said 

centerline and the arc of a curve to the left whose radius is 19681.00' and whose chord bears 

528'08'21.5"W, 564.37; thence Southwesterly, 139.74' along said centerline and the arc of a curve to 

the left whose radius is 946.00' and whose chord bears 523'05'10"W, 139.61' to the South line of 

Section 19; thence 589'59'00"W, 23.75' to the point of beginning; subject to public road rights of 

way as shown and to any and all easements of record. 






