


 

January 18, 2022 
 
Ms. Lisa McNabola 
Associate Planner 
City of Fitchburg Planning Division 
5520 Lacy Road 
Fitchburg, WI 53711 
 
Subject McKenzie Regional Workforce Center  
 Letter of Intent – Architectural Design Review and Conditional Use 
 5215 Verona Road 
 Fitchburg, WI 53711 
 JSD Project No. 21-10852 
 
Ms. Lisa McNabola, 
 
The following is submitted in conjunction with the plans and application materials for Architectural 
Design Review and Conditional Use consideration and approval. 
 
Organizational structure: 
 
Owner: McSkill & Trade LLC Architect: OPN 
 5215 Verona Road  301 North Broom Street #100 
 Fitchburg, WI 53711  Madison, WI 53703 
 Attn: sghee@bgcdc.org  Attn:mhepner@opnarchitects.com  
   
Civil: JSD Professional Services, Inc. Landscape: JSD Professional Services, Inc. 
 161 Horizon Drive, Suite 101  161 Horizon Drive, Suite 101 
 Verona, WI 53593  Verona, WI 53593 
 Attn: matt.haase@jsdinc.com  Attn: kevinyeska@jsdinc.com  
   
 
Introduction: 
The site is located at 5215 Verona Road on Fitchburg’s northwest side and is currently the site of a two-
story building with a surface parking lot.  The site is currently zoned Business Professional.  An office use 
exists east of the site (Thermo Fisher Scientific), whereas self-storage was recently developed to the 
south.  The proposed project entails the refurbishment of the existing building’s interior and exterior, an 
approximately 4,900 square foot building addition, and site improvements including 48 vehicular 
parking stalls, outdoor learning spaces, and landscaping opportunities. 
 
Project Description: 
This refurbished building and site will empower young people with the skills and education needed for 
the trades job of tomorrow, while teaching students how to open and operate businesses and build 
wealth as part of their entrepreneurial center.  The building will serve as the headquarters of both the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Dane County and Wisconsin Regional Training Partnership (WRTP) Big Step.  Office 
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space will also be utilized by the Madison Area Builder’s Association (MABA). This move will allow for 
the skilled trades program and entrepreneurial center to become the hub of the building with office 
spaces to help support the mission, and individual organizations.  Technology, education, tools, 
mentorship and collaboration will live at this rejuvenated facility.  A photovoltaic array, a geothermal 
heating system, a skilled trades workshops and multi-disciplinary site improvements will expose 
students to modern systems, while indoor/outdoor classrooms, conference and meeting areas will 
facilitate a collaborative learning process. 
 
The existing building’s interior configuration and materials will be completely refurbished and updated.  
A building addition, approximately 4,900 sf in size, will house an intensive rooftop patio gathering area 
and workshop space below.  Exterior building materials will consist primarily of charcoal ACM panels and 
a combination of transparent and translucent storefront glazing to complement the existing dark brick 
facade. 
 
Site design includes a newly configured parking lot, stormwater management system and gathering 
spaces which are carefully intended to enhance softscape materials.  Plantings will consist of adaptive, 
native species where possible to convey a natural, but refined aesthetic. 
 
City Input: 
The JSD-OPN team has met with the City of Fitchburg’s Planning, Public Works and Fire Department to 
discuss overall project goals, utility infrastructure impacts, accessibility and safety concerns.   
 
Site Development Data: 
Lot Area:  86,278 SF // 1.981 acres 
Building Area:  21,515 SF 
Impervious Area: 46,885 square feet 
Open Space:  39,393 square feet  
Parking Stalls:  48 total (2 accessible) 
Bicycle Stalls:  12 stalls (6 racks) 
 
Project Schedule: 
Interior demolition: March, 2022 
Building construction: April 2022-March 2023 
Site work:  Fall, 2022 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
JSD Professional Services, Inc. 
 
 
 
Kevin Yeska, PLA, ASLA 
Project Consultant / Landscape Architect 
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