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ADDENDUM TO CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
APPLICATION (AMENDMENT) OF MGE 

 
 

1. Existing CUP. On June 6, 2017, the Plan Commission of the City of 
Fitchburg approved Madison Gas and Electric Company’s (“MGE”) application for a 
conditional use permit (the “CUP”) authorizing MGE to install, operate, and maintain up 
to thirteen (13) backup diesel generators (the “Units”) on property owned by OneNeck IT 
Solutions, LLC in an I-S Specialized Industrial Zoning District. The CUP was approved 
with six conditions. Attached hereto as Attachment 1 are copies of a document entitle 
“Request Details” that memorializes the approval of the CUP and the conditions and 
MGE’s original CUP application. 

 
2. Requested Amendment to the CUP. Portions of Conditions 2 and 6 of the 

CUP require Units 4 through 7 to meet a sound standard of 55 dBA at 50 feet. MGE 
requests that the portion of Conditions 2 and 6 applicable to Units 4-7 be amended to 
provide as follows: 

 
• Unit 4: Installed in July, 2017, Ordinance 2007-0-08: 58 dBA at 50' 

 
• Units 5-7: Dependent on data center power needs, Ordinance 2007-0-08: 58 dBA 

at 50' 
 

The following Table A-1 identifies the generators and proposed sound standards: 
 

Table A-1 (Updated 3/20/2018) 
Generator Unit Status   Sound Standard     
Unit 1 

 
existing on-site Ordinance No. 2007-0-08 (60 dBa @50') 

Unit 2 
 

existing on-site Ordinance No. 2007-0-08 (60 dBa @50') 
Unit 3  

 
existing  on site Ordinance No. 2007-0-08 (60 dBa @50') 

Unit 4 
 

installed July 2017 Ordinance No. 2007-0-08 (58 dBa @50') 
Units 5 - 7 dependent on data center power needs Ordinance No. 2007-0-08 (58 dBa @50') 

Units 8 - 13 
dependent on new data center 
development Ordinance No. 2011-0-14 (par. 5) 

        Ordinance No. 2011-0-08 (par. 5) 
 
 
This change from 55 dBA to 58 dBA is needed because the manufacturer of the Units and 
the “package” that encloses and attenuates the Units are not able to meet the sound standard 
of 55 dBA at 50'. 

 
The requested change is based on and supported by the Sound Modeling Analysis, dated 
August 14, 2017, performed by Hessler Associates, Inc. (the “Sound Analysis”). A copy 



L:\DOCS\000003\009172\DOCS\3FZ1862.DOCX 
0306181614 

2 
 

of the Sound Analysis is attached hereto as Attachment 2. MGE commissioned the Sound 
Analysis in order to fulfill the City’s testing requirement specified in paragraph 7 of 
Ordinance 2007-0-08. Section 3.0 of the Sound Analysis shows the modeling result of 58 
dBA at 50 feet under free field conditions. 

 
MGE is not seeking changes to any other condition of the approved CUP. Please be aware 
that even with the amended 58 dBA at 50 feet sound standard, the Units will still comply 
with the far afield sound standards required in Ordinance Nos. 2007-0-08 and 2011-0-14. 

 
MGE’s conditional use, as amended, will continue to fulfill the general CUP standards 
specified in Section 22-640(c) of the Zoning Code. 
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Finally, MGE has discussed the proposed CUP amendment with the Quarry Hill 
Neighborhood Association and the East Fitchburg Neighborhood Association and neither 
Association expressed a concern. 

 
Therefore, MGE respectfully requests that its CUP be amended as proposed in this 
application. 

 

Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Request Details and Original CUP application 
Attachment 2 – Sound Analysis 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

REQUEST DETAILS 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

ORIGINAL CUP APPLICATION
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ATTACHMENT 2 

SOUND ANALYSIS 
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