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Planning/Zoning

The following draft Goals, Objectives and Policies are to further guide the preservation of agriculture land
and promote agricultural development. They were developed by the Agricultural and Rural Affairs
Committee, using the existing goals and policies within the Comprehensive Plan. Please comment or
make suggestions within the right column on the Goals, Objectives and Policies and the Draft Map.
Comments are due to the Planning Department by Friday, August 13, 2010.

Draft Farmland Preservation Map — State changes or mark

changes on the map.

Goals / Objectives — (A broad future condition the city

intends to achieve)

1) To protect and maintain agriculture as a significant

resource within Fitchburg.

2) To preserve agricultural land as a resource for the use and

benefit of current and future generations.

3) To preserve open space, hatural areas, and rural and

agricultural land by promoting compact development that

contains a logical and sustainable mix of uses and building
types.

Policies — (A principle to guide decisions to reach the goals
and objectives)

Agriculture

1) Consider the creation or variations of either a Transfer or
Purchase of Development Rights program to be used to

compensate rural landowners who may be outside the long-

term growth area and within the Farmland Preservation Area.

2) Encourage farmers to invest in improvements to their farm
operations or to diversify their agricultural operations to

address the changing farm economy.

3) Maintain and promote agriculture infrastructure to enhance
and sustain agriculture operations.

4) Use the City’s zoning control to discourage development
in designated agricultural preservation areas.

5) Understand that privately held agricultural lands are a large
part of the rural character of the community.

6) Pursue development or boundary agreements with



surrounding communities that would preserve agricultural
land in those areas.

7) Promote the presence of urban agriculture within the City.

8) Encourage the purchase and consumption of local food
production.

9) Work with Dane County and other municipalities within
the area to promote and establish agricultural enterprises and
resources to serve southern Dane County.

Urban Development

10) Prohibit creation of rural subdivisions or establishments of
new non-agricultural business developments outside the urban
service area unless allowed in a planned rural cluster.

11) Retain the rural landscape of Fitchburg by limiting
development outside of the urban service area to that which is
consistent with the Rural Residential Development Criteria.

12) Direct urban development away from prime or other
highly productive agricultural lands except where such lands
are adjacent to existing development and can be cost-
effectively served by urban services.

13) Follow the long-term growth boundary identified within
the Comprehensive Plan and staging of development to
protect the City’s agricultural base.

14) Promote agricultural-research, development and
technology businesses in planned urban areas, adjacent to
agricultural land if it is important for the business to be
located close to crops and fields.

15) Commercial and industrial uses which are not
agriculturally related should be located inside the urban
service area.

Natural Resources

16) Agricultural uses within officially delineated wetlands
should be limited to existing operations and expanded only if
filling and draining is not required.

17) Protect naturally high infiltration areas from development.

18) Rural environmental corridors, consisting of woodland
areas, wetlands, springs and steep slopes and are part of an
operating farm should be zoned either exclusive agriculture or
conservancy.




